
VITAL INFORMATION FOR 
MULE RIDERS 

Before you venture into the Grand Canyon by mule, it is extremely 
important that your read and understand the following information.  Any 
question you may have should be directed to the Grand Canyon Scenic 
Rides desk located in the lobby of the Grand Canyon Lodge (NORTH 
RIM) It must be realized that you will be riding mules, not donkeys or 
burros.  Mules are cross-breeds between a female horse and a male 
donkey, producing an animal that is bigger than most horses, and ideal 
for the strenuous trails of the canyon. This is a rigorous trip physically 
and is in no way intended for everyone. 

WHO CANNOT GO 
The mule trips are limited to people weighing less than 200 Ibs. (91K), 
fully dressed.  If you are near this weight, you will be weighed at the 
desk before you are sent to the hitching rack.  Anyone weighing 
anything over 200 Ibs. (91 K) will not be allowed on the mule rides. 

You must be at least 12 years of age for the full-day rides and 8 years of age for the 
half-day mule and horseback trips, and in good physical condition.  You must not be physically 
handicapped in any way.  You must be able to understand English.  You must not be afraid of 
heights, especially for the full-day trips. Women who are pregnant will not be allowed to ride. 

WHAT TO TAKE 
Because you must concentrate on riding your mule, you must be relatively unencumbered 

with items that you probably won't need.  All you will be allowed to carry with you on the mule 
will be one camera or one pair of binoculars.  No video cameras will be allowed. Camera 
bags, shoulder bags, backpacks, purses, and canteens cannot be taken. Water is provided, in 
limited quantity, as well as a box lunch (only on the full-day mule trip). 

WHAT TO WEAR 
You must always wear long pants and solid shoes.  No open-toed shoes or sandals will be 

allowed. Any hat worn must be able to be tied around your chin. 
As everywhere, weather can vary.   Rain can occur.   Rain alone, however.will seldom 

cancel the rides.  It may be a good idea to bring along rain gear.  No ponchos, please. 

IS IT DANGEROUS? 
The mule trips are not dangerous as long as you follow the guide's instructions exactly. 

Previous riding experience is helpful but not mandatory.  If you have never ridden before, it 
makes it even more important that you listen carefully to the guide.  Persons afraid of heights 
or afraid of mules should not go on the full-day mule trip. After you have purchased your ticket 
for the ride, a refund cannot be made should you decide not to ride just before the trip, or 
should you decide not to continue the trip after it has left the hitching rack. We are not 
responsible. There are water holes at Roaring Springs. We are not responsible for anything 
beyond the rest area. 


